SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 25 APRIL 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


Reception reports on the 10,1830 MHz experimental relay will be appreciated. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


SILENT KEY 


It is with regret that the Council of the SARL announces the passing away of 
two radio amateurs. 


News has been received of the passing of Ian Sutherland, V51C, of Walvis Bay 
after loosing the battle against cancer. Ian was also known under the call 
sign ZS21S. We express our sincere condolences to his wife, family and friends. 
[ZS6BUU] 


Renché (Ron) Harper ZSG6EG, one of South Africa’s finest high speed CW op- 
erators died in Klerksdorp on 15 April following complications after abdominal 
surgery. Renché was a leading light and member of the SA Woman’s Radio 
Club, which was affiliated to the SARL’s YL club. Her husband Vic (ZS6OLI) 
passed away some years ago. Ron’s beautiful CW fist will be sorely missed. 
[ZS6LP] 


PAUSE 

In the news today: 

HONORARY TREASURER APPOINTED 
UPDATE ON THE RADIO REGULATIONS 
SARL PRESIDENT’S NET TODAY 
RADIO ZS 

ZS4SRK AT THE OUTDOORS SHOW 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. Visit the SARL Web 
site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 
011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio 
activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
HONORARY TREASURER APPOINTED 


The SARL Council met last Wednesday evening via a teleconference and the 
appointment of an Honorary Treasurer was one of the agenda points. After an 
introduction by Graham, ZS6GJH, and a unanimous vote by the councillors, 
Abe Zwiegelaar, ZS1ZS, was appointed as the Honorary Treasurer. ,Abe takes 
over from Bill, ZS5KD. SARLnews wishes Abe everything of the best in this 
portfolio and also thanks Bill, ZS5KD, for the hard work and dedication to this 
portfolio. 


UPDATE ON THE RADIO REGULATIONS 


Graham, ZS6GJH, told SARLnews that ICASA had informed him that they had 
received approximately 20 comments from the public after the radio regulations 
were published in the Government Gazette. 


The process going forward is that the submissions will now be evaluated (about 
2 weeks) and determined whether public hearings are required (4 weeks for the 
hearings). If it is deemed necessary the public hearings will be held. Following 
the hearings the final submission will be compiled and then sent to the Minister’s 
office for signing (about 3 to 4 weeks). 


PRESIDENT’S NET TODAY 


The SARL President’s Net is intended to provide the ordinary members of the 
SARL with direct access to the League President. At the moment this is done 
on the last Sunday of each month starting at 12:00 CAT. 


This afternoon at 12:00 CAT the Presidents Net will be on the air on 40, 30 
and 20 metres with relays on many 2 metre repeaters around the country. 


Everybody is welcome to join in with questions and comments. 
POSSIBLE CHANGE TO THE PRESIDENT’S NET 


It has been seen from previous President’s Nets that due to band propagation 
there does not seem to be a large audience at 12:00 CAT. The SARL would 
like to hold the President’s Net at a time when the majority of members would 
have access to this net. If you have an idea for a time and day for the monthly 
President’s Net, we would love to hear from you. 


At present one idea is to move it to the evening when propagation on 40 m 
is better, based on the success of the HAMNET Weather Net. What do you 
think? 


Please send your response to Richard, ZS2CLI, whose email address is 
zs2cli@qwest.co.za 


MAY RAE 


All the applications received by 16 April for the May RAE have been sent to 
Rassie, ZS1YT. All the applicants will soon be receiving documentation from 
Rassie as to the exam number, the exam venue and other relevant information. 
The RAE will take place on Thursday evening 20 May 2004. 


RADIO ZS 


The March/April electronic issue of Radio ZS will be posted to the SARL website 
during the coming week. The printed issue of Radio ZS will only commence after 
July 2004. The editor requests members to provide material for the next issue. 


ZS4SRK ON THE AIR FROM OUTDOORS SHOW 


Next weekend, the 28, 29 and 30th April, the Sasolburg Radio Club will be 
operating an educational radio station at the annual outdoor show of the High 
School Transvalia in Vanderbijlpark. The station will be on the air from 14:00 to 
22:00 daily and be active on 40m SSB; 20m CW and 2 m simplex and duplex, as 
well as packet radio. Amateurs all over the country are requested make contact 
with the station in order to give the young people a feeling for the hobby. . 


EAST RAND RADIO CLUB FOX HUNT 


On Saturday 15 May the East Rand Radio Club will be hosting a foxhunt 
starting from their clubhouse at the Olympia Park Swimming Pool in Springs. 


The entry fees are R20-00 per individual and R30-00 per team. 


The hunt will start at 08:00 and participants should arrive at 07:30 to receive 
all the needed documentation, etc. Participants need a directional antenna, a 
2 metre radio using 145,500 MHz simplex and a motor vehicle with enough 
petrol to travel +/- 25 km including all the wrong turns. After completion of 
the foxhunt, at the destination, a social gathering will be held, so bring along 
the wife and kids and all the items needed for relaxation afterwards. The prize 
giving starts at 12:00 and there will be a cash prize for first place and prizes for 
second and third place will be awarded. 


Bookings can be made with Johanna Harris on 011-814-2121 during office hours. 
Come and catch a fox - we dare you!! 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Kobus ZS6KOB reports that conditions during the past week were down with 
a few good openings at times towards the Far East. It was mainly in the late 
afternoon around 17:00. On Thursday afternoon there was an extremely good 
opening on 15 metres to Japan. It is once again an indication that there is 
always a chance for a surprise. 


On Friday the sunspot number was 64,4 compared to 44,3 the previous week. 
There is a possiblity that it may rise over the next few days. On 22 and 23 
April conditions may be moderate with expected small magnetic storms on 25 
April. These stormy conditions are due to the influx of corona mass from the 


sun towards earth. Conditions on the east-west path may be substantialy better 
than on the north-south path. 


VHF/UHF NEWSLETTER 


Derek, ZS5Y, the councillor responsible for VHF/UHF activities has started a 
VHF/UHF Newsletter. Members are asked to provide Derek with news for the 
Newsletter, which will be distributed electronically on a regular basis. 


Derek can be contacted with email to derek.gravett@siemens.com. 
DATES TO REMEMBER 


12:00 CAT today the SARL President’s Net; 28 - 30 April ZS4SRK from the 
Outdoors Show; 15 May East Rand Radio Club foxhunt; 20 May Radio Amateur 
Exam. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 MHz in the Sandton area. A repeat 
broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Dennis 
ZS4BS, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. /EX 


